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Building the Heart of the Community: Historic 

$10 Million Gift Secured for Upper Cape YMCA 

The legacy of Don & Dottie Smith leads a $35 million campaign to bring a YMCA 

to the heart of their community. 

 

[BARNSTABLE COUNTY, REVISED 10/29/24] – The YMCA Cape Cod is pleased to 

announce they are the recent recipient of the largest single capital donation in the 

organization's 58-year history. Local philanthropists Donald R. Smith and Pamela 

Burkes-Smith have donated $10 million to support the Y’s efforts to build a new YMCA 

branch for the Upper Cape. Located on Brick Kiln Road in Falmouth, the 68,000-

square-foot branch will officially be named The Don & Dottie Smith YMCA.  

 

Don is a successful entrepreneur and owner of 260 Valvoline instant oil change 

franchises across the country, including Plymouth and Main Street, Falmouth. With this 

gift, Don & Pamela are honoring his parents, Don & Dottie, both Cape Cod enthusiasts.  

They were active with their seven grandchildren sailing, swimming, fishing, walking, 

and biking on the Cape.  “We believe in the power of community and the importance of 

leaving a legacy for our extended family,” said Don. “This YMCA will not only provide a 

space for fitness and recreation but will also serve as a gathering place where families 

can create lasting memories. We hope our gift inspires others to invest in the future of 

our community.” 

 

The Don & Dottie Smith YMCA could begin construction as early as the fall of 2025. It 

will serve the Upper Cape as a hub for social connectedness, aquatic education and 
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activities, and fitness programs, furthering the mission of promoting youth 

development, healthy living, and social responsibility. 

 

“The Smith family’s generosity is awe-inspiring,” said Stacie Peugh, President and CEO 

of the YMCA Cape Cod. “Since 1966, YMCA Cape Cod has been committed to working 

with our neighbors to build a better community and be a catalyst for positive change. 

With their gift, the family of Don and Dottie Smith are ensuring this commitment will 

transform the lives of children, families, and adults of the Upper Cape for generations 

to come. We are honored to help the family build their family legacy. ”  

 

The Don & Dottie Smith YMCA aims to be a cornerstone for the Falmouth area, 

fostering connections and encouraging active, engaged lifestyles for residents of all 

ages. The facility will feature a state-of-the-art wellness center, full size basketball 

court, walking track, aquatic center, and multi-purpose spaces for classes and 

community events. Additionally, it will offer programs tailored to children, teens, and 

seniors, ensuring all community members have access to enriching activities. 

### 

About the Y 

The Y is one of the nation’s leading nonprofits strengthening communities through youth 

development, healthy living, and social responsibility. Across the U.S., 2,700 YMCAs 

engage 21 million men (about the population of New York), women and children – 

regardless of age, income, or background – to nurture the potential of children and 

teens, improve the nation’s health and well-being, and provide opportunities to give 

back and support neighbors. Anchored in more than 10,000 communities, the Y has the 

long-standing relationships and physical presence not just to promise, but to deliver, 

lasting personal and social change. ymca.net 
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